                                         ST CLARE SCHOOL 

             Good evening everyone.  I’m Gerard Waksmundski and I’m here to talk to you today, at Sister Joseph’s request.  We are about to celebrate Catholic Schools Week and in an effort to promote them I’d like to tell you about our wonderful St Clare’s School and why my wife Susan and I picked St. Clare’s School for our son’s education.
             Choosing St. Clare’s School for our son to attend was a no brainer. Both Susan and I are parishioners and I have relatives who had previously attended St Clare’s and who continue to impress us with their academic accomplishments. So, when the time came to decide where our son would attend school, it was a natural choice.  There were sacrifices, we’ve had to rearrange our financial priorities a bit but providing our son with a quality education is our main concern right now. You see, public school to us, was not an option because we wanted our son to grow and learn in a Catholic religious environment.  Just what is a Catholic religious environment?  It’s not something you learn by simply reading a text book, it goes beyond religious instruction.  It is so important for our children to experience their Catholic religion.  To actual see adults living Jesus’ message. The best way to teach a child about religion, about character, about life, is by example. St. Clare School puts our children in touch with what it means to be a catholic. Promotes the ideals of our religion through the examples of its teachers and administrators who continue to go beyond that what is expected of them, the sacrifices made by them, for the benefit of the children.  Through the volunteers that donate countless hours in the assistance of various school functions.  Through our Parish Priests, who support and maintain the school and express a genuine interest in our children’s education.  Through the Parents that practice their religion at home and set examples like attending mass with their children regularly and lastly through the school children themselves. How there is a genuine bond between them.  Call it a kinship, togetherness, a concern for each other.  How the upper grades look after the younger children, like brothers and sisters.  Call it family; call it community, whatever you call it, St Clare School has it.  It is special, children in other schools don’t always experience this so it is important to encourage and allow this to continue by maintaining our School through financial contributions. Support it, by volunteering for one of the School’s many functions. Experience it, by registering your child at St Clare’s School because children are always watching and listening and learn by our example and I can tell you that what they see and experience at St. Clare School is a very positive and nurturing atmosphere, lessons and examples that our children will take with them through life. Lastly I’d like to say that we need to remember that St Clare’s children are the future of our Parish, the future of our Catholic religion and they deserve our support. Thank you.
