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NE   Newsletter
Dear Parents,
          I want to take this opportunity to thank you for all that you have done during the year for Saint Clare School.  We would never have gotten so much done if it wasn't for your cooperation. This shows that you have the well-being of your child at heart as well as Saint Clare's.
          There are bigger and better things being planned for next year. To name a few, we are in the process of updating the books in Math as well as looking into our Science and Language Art Programs. There has been a positive response to our volunteer request showing that people from the parish are willing to help in anyway they can.
           We have also received $1,000.00 from the Holy Name Society to assist someone with tuition as well as $4,000.00 from the Sisters of Charity to enrich our Science in the lower grades. We should be receiving the total for a book funding from the state shortly, which will enable us to proceed with the necessary ordering of what is needed.
            This amount is based on our enrollment, so, once more I ask that you send in your re-registration by June 4th. I also ask to let me know if you are not returning.
           One of the most valuable things you can do for your child to help him or her succeed in reading is to offer many experiences outside the home.  Children who have had opportunities to see and explore the wide world outside are children who understand more of what they read.
          Some ideas to do this are:
         As you work around the house, share your job with your child. Take some time to talk about the various parts of the work you are doing. Take your child on "field trips" around the house. Look in the basement, attic, or different rooms and talk with your child about the sights and sounds you discover. You may even find new" treasures" in old familiar rooms!
          Have a great summer. Enjoy your children. Remember, we never take a vacation from God.
          Looking forward to seeing you at Sunday Mass and please God we will see you all again in September.
                   I pray that God will watch over you during the summer months. 

    Sister Joseph Nelida
      
Pre-Kindergarten: Mrs. Barbara Guzowski

 The Pre-K children have learned a song for each month of the school year.  One of the lines in the song for June says,” We’ve had all this time to grow and just look how much we know."  It is truly amazing to see how much progress each child has made during the time that he or she has been in school.  It is especially wonderful to see how close to each other they have become and how well they get along with each other (most of the time, anyway).
     It has been a real pleasure for me to work with your children.  I would like to thank all of the Pre-K parents and families for their help, their understanding, and their cooperation.
     We invite all of the Pre-K families to attend our "End of the Year" program on Friday, June 13th at 9:30 AM in the Saint Clare School gym.  The children have been practicing very diligently, and we hope that everyone enjoys the program.
     Thank you again and we wish everyone a safe and wonderful summer.
Kindergarten: Ms. Leah Battaglia

June is here!!! I cannot believe the end of school is near.  The children have learned so much this year.  They really worked hard and have made me very proud of them.  I hope they made you proud as well.  

 
I hope I will see all of you at the June 6th mass.  It begins at 9:00.  I also hope to see everyone at the graduation ceremony on June 13th.  The ceremony will begin at 1:00.  We have been practicing for both every day.  I hope you enjoy them.  

 
I wish you all have a wonderful, restful summer!!!! Please remember to do your summer reading!!! See you next year!!!

Grade One: Ms. Theresa Rienzi

 June is here.  This year was a great year.  The first graders have become great readers.  We have finished our level five readers and are working on a story a day to reinforce our reading skills.  The children are working on reading comprehension and predicting outcomes.  We are also reviewing our phonic sounds. 

  
In math we are solving word problems, reviewing measurement, adding and subtracting two digit numbers and will learn to regroup using two digit numbers.  

 
In grammar the children are learning how to combine two sentences into one.  We are reviewing adjectives, verbs, and pronouns. 

 
We are looking forward to participating in the children's tricky tray and the eight grade graduation. We wish all our eighth graders well.  You're in our thoughts and prayers.  

Have a happy and safe summer vacation.

Grade Two: Mrs. Kim Marck

The second grade has grown in many ways. Receiving our First Holy Communion was the highlight of May. We will continue to receive Jesus as we grow and mature.  We are also learning about the parts of the Mass. We remember to thank Jesus for the Eucharist.
         Our handwriting has also been changing and maturing. We have been practicing our cursive letters on a daily basis. Learning good posture has been a key ingredient in perfecting our strokes.
         In math, we continue to work with numbers to 1,000. Next, we will be learning about fractions and probability!  Please remember to practice your math facts over the summer months.
         We will complete Unit 1 in our new readers and begin Unit 2. Whether encountering a busy little mouse, an animal ensemble with dubious talent, a reckless Toad, or an informative Goat, readers will enjoy the lively spirit of the animals that star in the stories in this unit entitled, "Animal Tales." Please continue to READ each day with your child!

                                   Have a happy, healthy and safe summer
Grade Three: Mrs. Patricia Petry

 School is almost over, and the children are already looking forward to a summer of fun-filled activities.

 
The children have enjoyed working with Miss. JoAnn Catanzaro, a student teacher from Felician College.  She has been visiting us on Thursday over the last ten weeks.  We wish you well as you continue your studies Miss Catanzaro, and thanks for all your help! 

Before we move on and relax during summer vacation, there is still some "unfinished business" to take care of.  The third graders will be taking their spelling final exam on Monday, June 9th and their math final exam on Tuesday, June 10th.

 
During the summer months please encourage your child to read, practice their writing skills, and review math facts and operations so they remain sharp.

 I have seen great growth and maturity in our class this school year. They are a dynamic group and genuinely care for one another.  I've enjoyed being their teacher and seeing their individual transformation in to potentially wonderful, fourth graders!

Happy Father's Day to all the Dads!

Have a terrific summer, be safe!
Grade Four: Mrs. Maureen Dough

Fourth grades will complete this year’s religion classes by studying the ninth and tenth commandments in depth.

              We will be finishing Unit 6 in our Reading/Language Arts books and ending the year's work with a semester test. The month of June will continue our study about adverbs, and rounding out the year by reviewing capitalization and punctuation.

        After Chapter 12 on double digit division is taught I will introduce basic fractions.      

        Social Studies classes will continue to center around project activities concentrating on New Jersey studies.

        We the fourth grade of Saint Clare School wish everyone a very pleasant, safe, and relaxing summer.  Enjoy! 

Grade Five: Ms. Beth Woodruff
Well, it's hard to believe but the end of the year is upon us.  It has been a great year teaching my crew of fifth graders--soon to be sixth graders!  I have watched them change and grow so much throughout the year and I am very proud of each and every one of them.  I have seen the wonderfully generous, kind, fun-loving spirit of your children and I have enjoyed having them in my class.  As we are finishing up the year and preparing for final exams we are still learning new things in each of our subjects, reviewing concepts we have learned this year, and picking up a few new ones.  I want to thank you, parents, for your shared interest in your child's success and happiness and I hope the things they have learned in the fifth grade will stay with them and help them along in their journeys.  This can be a tough age for them, particularly socially, but I have spent a lot of time talking with them about the importance of kindness, respect, and making good choices.  I pray that they have learned to incorporate all of these things into their daily lives and that they will continue to thrive as the wonderful young people they are.  I hope everyone has a terrific and safe summer! 

Grade Six: Ms. Laureen McGlew
We have come to the end of another school year!  I have had a great year with your children and I'm sad to see it end!
            Sixth grade students have grown and changed in many good ways.  I know they will be successful in seventh grade and will continue to always do their best!
           Congratulations to Monica Bobila who participated in the "Real World Connections Program" at NJIT in April.
            “Good job!” to sixth-grade students for their castle projects - hope you saw them at the HASA meeting.
As we complete our goals students will:
       *explore parts of the New Testament
       *read high interest articles in literature
       *discover life during the Renaissance and Reformation
       *review vocabulary skills
       *identify the growth of our nation in grade 7
       *analyze World War II facts in grade *

Students have a final exam schedule.  They should be reviewing subject matter they have learned since midterm.
            Parents please review the summer reading assignment with your child.  The list for "Soon To Be Sixth Graders" has a variety of selections, something for everyone.  Encourage your child to read and perhaps add a classic or two!

                                            HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

Warmest wishes to the Class of 2008!  Best of luck in all your future endeavors!  We will miss you!

Have a safe and sensational sunny summer!
Grade Seven: Mrs. Chrystal Gibson
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

The end of the school year is fast approaching. I can’t believe that it is almost here! I am so proud of the 8th grade --they are truly becoming wonderful young men and women. I wish them the best of luck in all of their endeavors.

To my seventh grade class the end is near and it is almost time for you to step up as the new eighth-grade class! However, the school year is not over and we still have a few more weeks to go. Don’t forget about our exams! Starting in June we will step up and become the monitors during lunch and snack. And let’s not forget door duty starts at 7:30am. I am so proud of all of you!


I hope that everyone has a wonderful summer!

Grade Eight: Mrs. Diane Moschetta
Well the Eighth Grade has finally reached the pinnacle of their studies here at Saint Clare School. We’re in the midst of finals. I’m confident that with the preparation they received and the hard work that they put in, our Eighth Graders will do well!

Graduation festivities started near the end of May with our fabulous Class trip to New York City to have lunch at Jekyll & Hyde’s and to see the Broadway Show “Wicked.” A fun time was had by all!

After the finals are completed, the students will get their chance to continue their festivities by enjoying the following events:

The Graduates’ Balloon Toss 11:00 am Tuesday, June 10th
The Graduates’ Dinner/Dance 7:00 pm Tuesday, June 10th
Graduation Mass 11:00 am Thursday, June 12th
Graduation Ceremony 7:00 pm Thursday, June 12th
I wish your children much success on their journey through high school, college and beyond. I am sure that the foundations they received and the lessons they learned here at Saint Clare School will lead them in the right direction. Your children are bright, friendly, caring individuals who have much to offer this world. Thank you for entrusting your children to me—I will treasure the memories I have of them and will remember them fondly!

Science: Ms. Louise Ulan
   
   The end of this school year is fast approaching as we finish our course of studies. Thank you for encouraging your children to bring in such interesting treasures and objects to share with all of the other children.  Those items are such an extension of the information found in their texts.  

 
All of you who attended the last HASA meeting were treated to a wide display of your children's work.  There were medieval castles, dioramas and science inventions gracing the tables.  We teachers are so proud of your children's ability to take an idea and formulate it into something creatively unique.  It is obvious that your children take pride in their work.  At the same meeting, I was thrilled to learn that the grant I wrote earlier in the year to Sr. Joseph's community for funds for the science program in the primary grades was granted.  The funds will be used in pre-K - 2 for hands-on materials which will be used by teachers and students all through the year.  A big thank you to the

 Sisters of Charity from all of us are in order!!!

      All of the students in grades 4-8 participated in Clifton's "Going Green" poster

 Contest.  Thank you, students, for you wonderful posters and congratulations to

 those who won!!!  You are all so protective of our fragile environment.

     We had a successful launch of our Painted Lady butterflies.  Grades pre-K through eight all had an opportunity to watch the larvae change into pupae and then emerge as adult butterflies.   Each class watched them fly into freedom in search of nectar. They pump their wings to ready themselves for flight, much like our children leaving us from the eighth grade.

     Grade eight will end the year studying genetics.  They were all successful in collecting their own DNA from their cheek cells.  Grade seven will finish with the chapter on the endocrine system and reproductive system.  Grade six is studying fossil fuels and renewable sources of energy and how all of them are used to make electricity.  Grade five is learning about static and current electricity.  Grade four is looking at weather and all that is involved with weather patterns.  Grade three will finish studying light and sound heat and electricity.  If there is time left they will look at land forms.

    All of the grades have their study sheets for the science final.  It is written in their notebooks so please encourage them to study along the way, not just the night before. Thank you to all of the parents who encouraged their children to take part in the science invention project.  I know how difficult it is to get the partners together so they can work and it is much appreciated.  Their extra credit projects are very clever. Over the summer, help your children to stay actively engaged in all of the fields of science, especially if you see a particular interest budding and growing.

 

Home & School Association

Summer is almost here, and we want to take this opportunity to wish all the HASA families a healthy and restful break.

Some of you are graduating and your children will become alumni after June. We truly hope that you won’t forget your time at St. Clare’s and will continue attending our many activities. Also, we look forward to seeing you at the 2010, 50th-anniversary celebration!

This has been a very busy year, and we will be reporting over $100,000 donated to the school. Let’s all pat ourselves on the back (
The Board continues its work during the summer. We plan for the fall and, among many other things, assign committees. Please check your e-mail on a regular basis since we will contact you with your committee assignment and other important information.

We tell our children to put all their efforts on every subject they take. As a matter of fact, we ask them to push harder on the subject that they dislike and have more trouble with. Maybe we all need to apply the same attitude to our committee assignments. As we mentioned at the last HASA meeting, it is mathematically impossible to assign each family to the committee of their choice. Some of you may end up working for an event that you would prefer not to do. We are kindly asking you to push yourself harder and give 100% of your effort to make that event successful. 

Sometimes the key is to plan and start early. If you are assigned to work on the Tricky Tray committee, please consider start soliciting early on.

Some HASA families have expressed their desire to take care of their Holiday Raffle obligation during the summer when things are less hectic for them. We are glad to report that we will offer families the possibility of purchasing their holiday raffle tickets and book their sitting hours in July or August. More information will be available soon.

We hope to see you at the Fun Day (June 16) and Children’s Tricky Tray (June 17) events. 

Have a wonderful summer!

Saint Clare School Home and School Association

“What St. Clare School means to our family…” 

“Six years ago, an English faculty member at the college where I work recommended St. Clare because of its excellent reading and writing curriculum. I still remember how my husband and I felt when we attended an open house event and our admiration for the school’s strong academics AND strong values. We sensed in our hearts that this small, gentle, and caring place was where we wanted our children to be. Even though Lehi was going to start Pre-K, we made our final decision when visiting the 8th grade. Edwin and I were “conquered” by the 14 year olds’ good manners and show of respect. We also liked their innocence and realized that children at St. Clare’s stay children longer.

Six years later, we are reassured that we made the right decision, especially when see in our two boys the St. Clare “signature”: compassion, charity, and respect.” 

Patricia Arteaga

Thanks to the Arteaga Family for sharing! You may send your contribution to HASA@saintclareschool.com.
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